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distinction between civilians and soldiers is no longer
a valid one, and that the whole structure of rules
which has been erected on this foundation must
fall to the ground. This counsel of despair has,
however, been rejected by most of the authorities.
Thus Dr. Lauterpacht, the Whewell Professor of
International Law in the University of Cambridge,
says that, 'while these factors have had the effect of
blurring the established distinction in many re-
spects and of necessitating a modification of some of
the existing rules, they have left intact the funda-
mental rule that non-combatants must not be made
the object of direct attack by the armed forces of
the enemy5.1
Thus, even though the distinction between the
soldier and the civilian may have been blurred in
recent times, this does not mean that all acts of war
committed against the latter are justifiable. That
there must be some limits is the answer of the
conscience of mankind, but to formulate them in
precise terms is not an easy task unless one accepts
the harsh German doctrine of totalitarian warfare.
The German Doctrine of Totalitarian Warfare
It was in the last war that the Germans for the
first time carried the doctrine of totalitarian war-
fare fully into practice, although the idea itself
was far from novel. In his letter to Professor
Bluntschli in 1880 General von Moltke said: 'I am
in no sense in accord with the Declaration of St.
Petersburg when it pretends that the "weakening of
the military forces of the enemy" constitutes the
, edited by H. Lauterpacht, p. 172.